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Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact

The incorporation of Western Ukraine into the USSR

(Wikipedia)

Wieluni linn Poolas parast Saksa lennuvae

ohurtinnakut 1939. a.

The city of Wielun in Poland after the German

Air Force’s air raid in 1939.

Punaarmeelased vaatavad Lvivis tile purustatud Poola
armeelt s0jasaagiks saadud relvastust.

Red Army soldiers inspecting weapons taken as
spoils from the crushed Polish army in Lviv.

1939. aasta 23. augustil sOlmitud NSV Ludu ja
Saksamaa mittekallaletungilepingu salaprotokolliga
arvati valgevenelaste ja ukrainlastega asustatud alad
Ida-Poolas ning Pohja-Bukoviinas NSV Liidu moju-
sfaari. 1. septembril 1939 vallandas Saksamaa riinna-
kuga Poolale II maailmasdja Euroopas. 17. septembril
litus sakslastega NSV Lut, vallutades Ida-Poola.
1940. aasta suvel annekteeris NSV Lut Rumeenialt
Pdohja-Bukoviina. Koik see toimus ,,vennasrahvaste
vabastamise sildi all, kes olevat varasemalt kanna-
tanud poolakate ja rumeenlaste tagakiusamise all.
NSV Lut kaivitas anastatud Laane-Ukrainas ja Laane-
Valgevenes samasugused repressioonid, nagu olid juba
1ab1 viidud Ukraina NSV-s. Alates 1939. aasta stigisest
kuni Saksamaa ja NSV Liidu s0ja puhkemiseni 1941.
aasta juunis kiiiditas NKVD nu Laane-Ukrainast kui
ka ,,vanast® Ukraina NSV-st ligi 1,25 miljonit inimest.

NSV Lt oli kuni 1941. aasta suveni Saksamaa liitlane.
NSV Liidust Saksamaale veetud tooraine ning toostus-
ja pollumajandustoodang toetasid Saksamaa soOjalisi
joupingutusi. Seejarel riindas Saksamaa 194 1. aastal ka
NSV Liituning 1945. aastal sundis Noukogude Luitliidus
Laane-Euroopa ruikide ja USAga Saksamaa alistuma.
1945. aasta rahvusvaheliste kokkulepete tulemusena
voitis reaalpoliitika — 1939-1940 annekteeritud vo1
sOjalise jouga vallutatud alad jaid NSV Liidu koosseisu
ja NSV Ludu Oigusjarglasele Venemaale jai lisaks
igavene ,,Euroopa paastja® oreool. Demokraatlikud
ladaneriigid el tunnustanud kiill Balti riikide liitmist NSV
Liiduga, kuid NSV Luidu rahvusvahelist positsiooni see
e1 koigutanud.

(Wikipedia/Bundesarchiv)

Saksa ja NSV Ludu vagede uihisparaad vallutatud
Brest-Litovskis 22.09.1939. a.

Joint parade of the German and USSR forces in the
conquered Brest-Litovsk in 22.09.1939.
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I'he secret protocols to the non-aggression pact between
the USSR and Germany, signed on 23 August 1939,
designated the areas inhabited by Belarusians and
Ukrainians 1n eastern Poland and northern Bukovina
as part of USSR’s sphere of influence. On 1 September
1939, Germany invaded Poland and unleashed World
War II in Europe. On 17 September, the Germans were
joined by the Soviet Union, conquering eastern Poland.
In the summer of 1940, the Soviet Union annexed
northern Bukovina from Romania. All this took place
under the guise of liberating their “brothers” who had
allegedly suffered persecution by Poles and Romanians.
The Soviet Union launched repressions in western
Ukraine and western Belarus similar to those already

carried out 1in the Ukrainian SSR. From the autumn of

1939 until the outbreak of war between Germany and
the Soviet Union in June 1941, the NKVD deported
nearly 1.25 million people from both western Ukraine
and the “old” Ukrainian SSR.

Until the summer of 1941, the USSR was an ally
of Germany, and raw materials and industrial and
agricultural products transported from the USSR to
Germany supported Germany’s military efforts. Then,
in 1941, Germany attacked the Soviet Union, and 1n
1945, the Soviet Union, allied with Western Europe
and the United States, forced Germany to surrender.
As a result of the international agreements of 1945,
the Soviet Union, which had established its empire
in Eastern Europe, as well as 1ts successor Russia,
retained the eternal halo of the “saviour of Europe™.
The territories annexed or conquered by military force
between 1939 and 1940 remained part of the USSR.
Although the Western democracies did not recognise
the annexation of the Baltic States by the USSR, it failed
to hinder USSR’s international position, and realpolitik
prevailed.
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Noukogude postmark ,,Vennasrahvaste
vabastamine Ladne-Ukrainas ja
Laane-Valgevenes. 17.09.1939 .

Soviet postage stamp ,,The liberation

of brotherly nations in Western Ukraine
and 1n Western Belarus. 17.09.1939.”
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Noukogude propagandaplakat kujutab Ukraina
alade vallutamist sealsete talupoegade vabasta-
misena nn Poola panide ikke alt.
Tekst plakatil: ,,Me sirutame oma vendadele kae,
et nad selja sirgu ajaks ja polastusvairse piitsa-
riig1 aegade pimedusse heidaks.*

Soviet propaganda poster depicting the
conquest of the area of Ukraine as liberation
of Ukrainian farmers from the yoke of the
so-called Polish “pan” (sir).

Text on the poster:

,,We give our helping hand to our brothers,
for them to straighten their backs and throw
their despicable whip-state into the darkness
of the ages.”



