Ukraina iseseisvumine 1991 ning Venemaa agressioon 2014-2022

Ukrainian independence in 1991 and Russia's aggression in 2014-2022

Kiilma s0ja kaotuse ja NSV Liidu lagunemisega
1991. aastal joudis Venemaa allakdilk oma ma-
dalaimasse punkti, mida 2000. aastal Venemaa
presidendiks valitud Vladimir Putin nimetas 20.
sajandi suurimaks geopoluitiliseks katastroofiks.
Kommunistlik maailmasiisteem lagunes, kom-
munistlikud parteid torjuti voimult ni1 Ida-Eu-
roopas kui mujalgi ning NSV Liidu liiduvaba-
riikidest said 1seseisvad riigid. Ukraina kuulutas
end 24. augustil 1991 1seseisvaks.

21. sajandil alustas president Putin Venemaa mo-
juvOoimu taastamise protsessi. Teise maailmasoja
ajal NSV Liidu okupatsiooni vastu sodinud rah-
vaste diskrediteerimiseks on Vene propaganda
rahvusvahelisel areenil aastaid rakendanud nat-
sismisuiiidistust. Aasta-aastalt on Venemaa tiha
enam pOoOordunud sojaliste ahvarduste vo1 agres-
siooni teele. Iga uue agressiooniga testitakse rah-
vusvahelise uldsuse ja riikide valitsuste valula-
ve: kui kaugele on voimalik minna, et jargneksid
sellised vastusammud, mis sunniksid taanduma
vO1 uutest agressioonidest loobuma.

2014. aastal algas Vene agressioon Ukraina vas-
tu. Tanaseks kaheksa aastat kestnud soja kaigus
on jouliselt kombatud rahvusvahelise tildsuse ta-
luvuse piire. Krimmi annekteerimisele jargnenud
aastatega on selgeks saanud, et majandussankt-
stioonid e1 suuda jarjest diktaatorlikumalt Vene-
maad valitseva Vladimir Putini plaane vaarata.
Kuni otsese sOjategevuse alustamisenit Ukraina
mitmes piirkonnas 24. veebruaril vois pigem mar-
gata tendentse, et Krimmi annekteerimise mitte-
tunnustamispoliitika voib sumbuda analoogseks
Balt1 ritkide okupeerimise mittetunnustamisega
ladaneriikide poolt Kiilma sdja perioodil. Vene-
maa akkrinnak loodetud tulemusi e1 andnud ning
Ukraina riik ja rahvas voitlevad kindlameelselt
agressori vastu.

With their defeat in the Cold War and the collapse
of the Soviet Union 1n 1991, Russia’s decline
reached 1ts lowest point in what Vladimir Putin,
who was elected president of Russia in 2000,
called the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of
the 20th century. The communist world system
collapsed, communist parties were overthrown
in Eastern Europe and elsewhere, and the Soviet
republics became independent states. Ukraine
declared independence on 24 August 1991.

In the 21st century, President Putin began to re-
store Russian influence. In order to discredit the
peoples who fought against USSR’s occupation
during the Second World War, Russian propagan-
da has implemented accusations of Nazism on
the international stage for many years. Year after
year, Russia has increasingly turned to military
threats or aggression. Each new aggression tests
the international community’s and national gov-
ernments’ pain thresholds: how far can Russia go
before 1t 1s met by a response that would force 1t
to retreat or abstain from further aggression?

In 2014, Russian aggression against Ukraine be-
gan. Today, after eight years of war, the limits
of the international community’s tolerance have
been strongly tested. In the years since the an-
nexation of Crimea, 1t has become clear that eco-
nomic sanctions will not be able to overturn the
plans of Vladimir Putin, who 1s increasingly rul-
ing Russia as a dictator. Until direct military ac-
tion was 1nitiated in several regions of Ukraine
on 24 February, there were noticeable tendencies
towards the policy of non-recognition of the an-
nexation of Crimea fading in a similar way to the
non-recognition by the West of the occupation
of the Baltic states during the Cold War. Rus-
s1a’s sudden attack did not produce the expected
results, and the Ukrainian state and people are
fighting resolutely against the aggressor.

Venemaa kontrollitud alad teistes riikides enne 24. veebruari
2022 (Russian-controlled territories in other states before 24

February 2022)
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Nn revolutsioon graniidil, 2.—17. oktoobrini 1990. Grupp
tudengeid piistitas Kiievi Oktoobri revolutsiooni valjakule
telklaagri protestiks NSV Liidu linduvabariikide vahel uue
lndulepingu s0lmimise ning poiste valjaspoole Ukrainat
sOjavaeteenistusse saatmise vastu. Tanapadeval kannab
valjak Iseseisvuse valjaku (Maiioan Hezanescnocmi) nime.

Revolution on Granite, 2 to 17 October 1990. A group
of students set up shelter-half tents on Kyiv’s October
Revolution Square in protest against the signing of a new
union treaty between Soviet Republics, and against the
conscription of young men in military service outside of
Ukraine. The square 1s now named Independence Square
(Mauoan Hezanedxcnocmi).

Oranzi revolutsioon1 aegne meeleavaldus Iseseisvuse
valjakul Kuevis 22. novembril 2004. Oranziks revolut-
siooniks nimetati 2004. a. presidendivalimistele jargne-
nud meelevaldusi, millega protestiti valimispettuse vastu.
Esialgu voitjaks kuulutatud venemeelne Viktor Janukovits
taandus ja uutel ausatel valimistelvoitis Viktor JustSenko.

Protest during the Orange Revolution on Ky1v’s Indepen-
dence Square on 22 November 2004. The Orange Revo-
lution followed the 2004 Ukrainian presidential election
as a series of protests against electoral fraud. Pro-Russia
candidate Viktor Yanukovych, who was initially declared
winner, eventually withdrew, and Viktor Yushchenko ul-
timately won during a fair election.

(pastvu.com/782512)

IseiseisvuseviljakKievis 8. detsembril2013. Euromaidaniks, samuti
Vaarikuse revolutsiooniks nimetatud meeleavaldused puhkesid
2013. a. 10pus, ku1 Ukraina valitsus peatas ettevalmistused Euroopa
Luduga assotsiatsioonilepingu sOlmimiseks. Meeleavaldused
kasvasid ule valitsusevastaseks rahvalitkumiseks. Venemeelne
president Viktor Janukovit§s kukutati ja ta pogenes Venemaale.
Kasutades dra Ukraina sisemist norkust, alustas Venemaa Ukraina
vastastsodaning okupeeris Krimmipoolsaarening osalda-Ukrainast.

Independence Square in Kyiv on 8 December 2013. Protests, also
known as Euromaidan or the Revolution of Dignity, broke out at the
end of 2013, when the Ukrainian government stopped preparations
for the signing of the European Union Association Agreement.
The protest eventually grew into a nationwide anti-government
movement. The pro-Russia president Viktor Yanukovych was
removed from office and he subsequently fled to Russia. Taking
advantage of Ukraine’s internal weakness, Russia started a war
against Ukraine, and occupied the Crimean peninsula as well as part
of Eastern Ukraine.

Euromaidani meeleavaldaja Instituudi tdnaval Kiievi kesk-
linnas 20. veebruaril 2014. Tema timber lebavad
snaiprite poolt tapetud meelevaldajad.

Euromaidan protester on Institute Street in central
Kyiv on 20 February 2014. Around him lie other
protesters that have been killed by snipers.

(Wikipedia)
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16. martsil 2022. a. Vene lennukilt pommitabamuse
saanud teater Mariupolis. Teatr1 all asunud pommi-
varjendile tahelepanu juhtimiseks oli teatri ette ja taha
maha kirjutatud ,,.Lapsed* (eTtn).

Mariupol Theatre, hit by a Russian missile on 16 March
2022. In order to draw attention to a bomb shelter
beneath the theatre, “Children” ([letu) was written on
the ground 1n the front and back of the building.
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